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To the Truth of: 


JESUS CHRIST, 


Po the Dodrine, Worſhip, 
DET: and Government 
| of the Kirk of Scot/and, 


AND - 
To the National Covenant of Scotland, 
AND : 
To the Solemn League and Covenant of the three Nations, 


Scotland, England, and Ireland, 
8 Þ 
To the Work of Uniformity Jin Religion, 
AMD: 
Againſt the Hes, Hereſies, Blaſphemies, and diverſe practiſes of 
the times; Eſpecially againſt ae vaſt Toleration now on foot 
in theſe Nations. 


; By Cuntin Miniſters of the Goſpel 1n he Provinces of Perth and re 
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Amos 3.13, 14e Hear ye, and teftifie in the hauſe of Jaceb, foth the Lird GOD, the Gedof of 
kofts ; That in the day that I ſhall viſit the tranſgreſſions of 'ſracl upn him. Iwill alſe viſe 
the dhrars of Bethel, and the horns of the altar ſhall be cut off and fall to the ground, CG 


ev. I2. It. Axd they overcame him by the blud of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
| teſtimony, 
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"Ne Printed by the Heirs and Succeſſors of Andres Andre 
Prinrer to the Queens moſt Exczlleat Majeſty, Anno Dom, 1yc +, 
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A Word of 
PREFACE 


To THE 


His Teflimony was intended long ago by the Minifters of 
the Goſpel who are for the Proteſtation in the Syr 8:1 of 
Perth, and bring brought ts ſme prrteGion about 
fifteen or fexteen Moneth: ſence by jorne of theſe * rerbren 
and [ome other Reverend and Golly Minifliys 5 the 
" Synod of Fife 3 « Copy thereof ſubjcribed by therr bends was « lrtile 
thereafter offered unto th:late Lord ProteQor his Coun in Cote 
land, that being read b; them. 8« »3ght alſo bavebren tra» [mitted 
fo bim and bis Cougcil at London : The printing of it though ime. 


Pl ” 


tended immedruily thereafier, bath hitherto been retarded by jeve-ol 


emergents of providence, It is now jwt to the prejr,becauſe, beſides 
. that written Copies are Often lime! une pre? and by re/ſcriting, 
| come to be iltatedy and that lo many a3 would either ſ.tigfie the 
5s. ' A 2 8F ME 
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To the Reader. 
the wivids of theſe who aye 


El wnlo ſubjo;ned, do plead for-it ; How-iþ came at firit not to be ſalx: 
A Jeribed by theſe Brethrew, they themſelves dog we traſt, givg a ſatisfz. a 


ing account thereof in their own Letter, wherein they do ul/, git, 
their reaſon for joyning in, end publiſhing .of the fant af this rims, 
If ther: be ſome things in it thit ao not [0.quadrat with the preſent” 
ſt «te of the time, by realon of the late changes thit it not water Jil of 
to the tyue intent of the Teſtimony which when it wa; ft gives di 
witneſs againſt the evils therein mentioned, in the ſhape wheyein j1 © 
then found them. and it may well be admitted as « witngs g gainſ - 
4s they-wew are, there being little or no zaaterial change aj peering. þ . 


| fo mplicity 6 


the better, The Lord give « Bleſſing to what is witneff:d in 
Heart, and with « warrand from the Word of Truth, 


ed 


November 29- 
1659. 
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The Teftimany of the MiniSters of the 'GofpeF. nnd. +0 hEr bing 
4 onto the Dodrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Governieht . FF the 
., Kirk of *cotland, and to the National Covenant of Scotland, 
Mi andthe Solemn Lea. ue ard Civenant betwixt t he three Nations 
; of Scotland, England, ardlreland, and to the Work of Uni- 
 v formit) 11 Religion, in one Confeſſion of Faith, firm of Churth 
1 Government, Dire@ory of Worſhip and Catechiſinig 5 and a+ 
4 b: gainfi the Brrors, Hereſies, and Blaſphemies now on foot in 
It. theſe Nutions, that are contrary and deitrufive thcreunto ; F- 
2 ſpecially againſt that va#f Toleration in things Religions dattly 
Pl framed into a Law ard proclaimed tLronghort this Nation. © © 


-Ure Religion, which 1s revealed by the only begotten 
Son, who 1s inthe boſom 'of the Father, and is 
contained in the Scripture; of Tritth 'being' the Way 
whereby the Sons of men are taught to 'glorifie the 
Lord their Maker, and to attain happineſs and ſalvation unto 
themſelves is of all enjoyments the m'?ſt excellent and neceſſary, 
the glory and Crown, whetherot Nations or of Families, or 
of particular Perſons, and that which every one in his ſtation 
is moſt bound to purſue and preſerve atid plead for : : There- 
P. fore have all theſe who have inclin+d their earro wiſdom, and 
epplied their hearts unto underſtanding fooght it as filver, and 
-ſearched for it as hid treaſures. and have judged the merchan- 
_ Cite thereof better than the merchandiſe of filver,' ad thegain 
thereof better than fine gold; and the Lords Worthies and 
:Wi:nefles have in every generation according to rheir meaſure, 
appeared and pur forih themiclyes ig excellent wreſtlings, by 


fervent. 


s 


« T3 
38 fervent ſupplications unto God, and ſerious endeavours wit 


men, and faithful Teſtimonies proclaimed upon the high pl: 
| and when need was confirmed with their blood tor che attaiif 
3K ment and preſcrvation and vindication of the precious Truat| 
&:/' and Ordinances of God : and leing we are not only Chriſtiag 
a} profeſſion, born in a viſible Church, and in og 


\ 
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by 
Baprilm ſolemnly devoted and engaged unto the Low, 
to be his, and to be tor him and his incereſts upon the earch 


And therefore by vertue of our general calling as Chr, 
ſtiavs. bound by the halyCommandment of the great and erg 
nal God in our ſtations, earneſtly to contend tor the Fai 
on'e delivered to the Saints, Jxd. 3. and to teſtifie again tha 
things that are deſtruftive thereunto, Jer. 10. 11. Amos &r 
13,14. but allo by our particular calling, Miniſters and wal 
men in the houſe of God : And therefore upon that accoungyi 
in a ſpecial. way ſet tor the detence of the Goſpel, P41. 17. Wh 
bound to maintain and vindicate che Glory of theLord of hof 
1 Krng. 19. 14 and to confeſs Jeſus Chriſt betore men, Mahi 
10. 32. and co cry alvud and {pare not, and to lite up 
voices like a Trumpet to ſh-w his pe--ple their Sims, and 
houſe ot 1/rae/ their tran{greſfions, Iſa. 58. 1. and to ſpeak y 

tothem all that he commands us, as we would not be founk 
E. rebellious unto Ged, end would not have him toconſume & 
hs before men, Jer. 1. 14. Ezck. 2. 8. And conſidering that wc 
I have been witnetſes not only torche many ſolemn publick Profit 
fefſions and Engagements of-othersin the behalf of God, and 
his Truth, but rhar alſo we or ſelves have once and agaitÞ! 
( beſides private and perſonal Engagements ) taken upon iP! 
that ſacred and ſolemnTye of the publick Nationa] CovenantFc 
and of the Solemn League and © ovenant of the three Ne, 
wherein we all ſubſcribe, and each one of us for himſelf, wit) 
our hands lifted up to the moſt high God, Do ſwear, That 


W. 


"2 : C3) | 
ile all fincerely, really and conſtantly through the grace of 

Sod, in our ſeveral places and Callings, endeavour the preſer. * 
Kiion of the reformed Religion in the Kirk ot Sro7/a7, in 

Botcine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, againſt our 

$ mmon Enemies,the: Reformation of Religion in the Kingde mg 

= E-gland and Ireland, in Dodrinve, Worſhip, Dilcipline, 

hd Government, according to the word of God, and the ex- 
im:\le of the beſt reformed Churches, and ſhall endeavcur to: 
briog be Churches of God in the three Kingdoms, to the nea« 
{tt conjundion and uniformity in Religion, Confeſſion. of 
ifaich, torm of Church Government, direFory for Worſhip,: 
thad Catecbiſing, that we and our poſterity after us, may as 
5 $rethren, live in faith and love, and the Lord may delight to 
cliwell in the midſt of us. 2. That we ſhall in like manner, . 
mhichout reſpe& of perfons, endeavour the exiirpation of Po- 
&», Prelacy, Superſtition, Herelie,chiſm,Prophanen eſs and 
fe ors ſhall be tound contrary to ſound Dodrine and to 
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he power of Godlineſs, leſt we partake in other mens ſins,and 
othercby de in danger to receive of their plagues; and that the. 
chord may te One, ind His Name'One 1n the three Kingdoms: 
wind that in maintaining and purſuing this common cauſe. of 
n&ligion, we ſhall not ſuffer our ſelves, direQly or indircRly, 
py whatſoever combination, perſwafion or terrour, to be di-- 
wided or withdrawn from this bleſſed un on and conjundion, 
roabether to make defeftionnto the contrairy part, or togive our 

| Wlves to a dereſtade indifferency or neutrality in this coule,.. 
iofc (141) all the days of our Lives, zealouſly and conſtantly. 
 FOntInue therein again(t all appoſition and promote the lame. 
niccording to our power, againſt all lers.and impediments what- 
- nap and what we 2re uot adle of our ſelves to ſuppreſs or 
jepvercome, we ſhall reveal and make known, . that it may b, 
at timely 
W 
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die and ro the 1 Iberthes and epedoer of the Church 


Government and. Officers of the Houſe of God, by which Gf : 
35 highly diſhonoured and provocted, and the Lords Sanceu? 
protaned, and the Throne of nis Glory defaced, and the Kif® 
torn of his Son nhderminded, and many Souls involved? 
dreadfu] guiltinefs, and deſtroying {nares day by day, and "& 
expoled to the hazard of many and {trong temptations. We' 
tor dejivering of our own ſouls frum the guil:of theſe thin 
and acquitting our (elves, in the duty we owe unto God aff 
his Church, in the preſent and following generations, eſpeciif 
ly to theſe of our flocks, with the charge of whole Souls we &' 
in amore peculiar way intrufted, and line we may, it the Loſi 
ſo will convince thele who are guilty, and perſwade them 
Renentance, at leaſt, that we may bear witneſs for the Truth My 
painſt the evil of their way, hold ourſelves bound to bear tef 
mony. I. Unro the way wherein we worſhip the God of off 
Fachers, we mean the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and GE 
vernment of the Charch of $ alind;; ,z believing the ſame ro F 
that which is written in the Law and "te Prophets, and in t| 
Teſtamefit of Jeſus Chriſt, and to the National (ovenant &" 
Scotland, and to the Solemn League and Civenant of Scerlank 
England ind Ireland, and to the work of vnitormity in Religiol' 
And next , apainlt all the [njuries done unto,and incroachment 
violations and breaches made upon theſe; Eſpecially againſt 43 L 
vaſt Toleration in things Religious, a miſchief Jately tramed if 

{ 
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| or CBE 
1 0 x Law in; theſs Nations, whereby -the tye-and obligation 
\Þf cheſe Covenanes is wholly caften louſle, and: turned inito 0- 
-"Slivion. ard countenance, and protedicn, and encouragement 
is allowed, not only to many Errors about the. ſuperſtruAures 
*f Religion, but even anent theſe things that deſtroyeth the 
Foundations, and togive warning to the Lords people,efpect= 
ly to theſe whole ſouls we are called to watch for, of ſome ne. 
cilary duties incumbent upon them in this nour of temptation. 
124 [the firſt place therefore, We do with thankful hearts ac- 
jMnowledge, and joyful lips bezr record unto the wonderful 
1 Power and goodneſs of God, which according to the Prophe- 
nes and Promiſes revealed of old, That he world give the hea- 
Wer for an inheritance, and the ont mot parts of the earthfor a peſ- 
% [ſium nnto his Anointed Ore, and that the Iſles ſhould wait for his 
ALew,: was graciouſly pleafed many hundred years ago, and a 
'Mttle after: the riſing of the Son of Righteovinels, to give light 
:Mnto the Gentiles, to pity our forefathers then mancipaced un- 
Mo the {ervice of dumb idols, end worſhippers-ef the hoſt: of 
Jerven ; yea,' of Devils and infernal Spirits, and to viftt them 
1th the lighe of the glorious and blefſedGoſpe],which having 
Ween firſt ; reached unto, and received by many private perſons 
W3s afterward about the year 205, received by the Kins and 
Man: of thePeersof the Land 3 So that in a ſhorc time the whole 
\W:rion became Chriſtians, an-{ was blefled and honoured of 
09 for (undry Generations, with many eminent Prefeffors 
, @&nd Paſtors famous for learning and holineſs and piety, and 
qr their pains and ſucceſs in the work of the Geſpel, both at 
gofome and abroad,nntil at Jaſt, with the reſt of moſtof theChriſti 
080 Churches inEurope,it was involved in the darknefs o P>piſh 
A@ perftiticon and idolatry, to which it was in bondage for many 


1Feais 3 yet ſo, that there was always a4 remnant through grace 
B who 


(6) 
whe did:not receive the mark of the beaft,bnt-did overcome: 
the blood ofthe Lamb, and by the word of their ceſtimony,; 
did nor love their lives unto the death. 1 
Next, We-do with: the ſame thankful mind acknowledges 
proclaim-that marvellous work of power and mercy, whergg* 
the Lord: with a high hand and.a mighty and out-ſtretched aff 

a: litlle after the diſcovery-of-the myfterie of iniquity, Bab 
the great the mother of Harlots, and abominations of the ear 
by the Miniſtry of his ſervant Luther, and other worthy inſiyt 
ments whom he raiſed up for that effet, was graciouſly pleaiific 
in the days of our Fathers, to ranſome this Land from the Bag 
dageot Popiſh tyranny and ſuperſtition, and againto Gieſtk 
wi h the light and liberty. of the Go'pel, which. tho it was on 
poſed by the Prince of this World; the ſpirit that wroug 
ſtrongly in the. Children ofdiſobedience, and did animate bo 
the Civil and Ecclefiaſtick powers of-rhe time.to reſiſt. and & 
poſe by Fire and Sword :- Yet ſuch was the zeal of the Lordi 
hoſts-in-performing it, and {o ſtrong was his Hand upon a fell 
poliſhed ſhafts, choſen-and furniſhed by himſelf, that in af 
years, no; only was the Reformed Proteſtant. Religion «ſtabV8! 
ſhed by Authoricy, and'Popery baniſhed the Land, but md 
of Congregations were planted with the Miniſtry of the Gof| 
and- did yield ſabjetionunte the Ordinances of Jeſus. Chril 
and the. Diſcipline and Government of the Church were eſtab®! 
ſhed, according.to the.. pattern ſhewed in the Mount, in thi 
beauty and ſtrength,in the due ſubordination of. Cangregation#*© 
Elderſhips and Presbyteries andSynods,exerciſing theirreſ peg 
powers unto «dification, for bearing down the throne of iniqu#' 
ty; and advancing of the Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, i t 
knowledge and holineſs and righteouſneſs unto the terror of ti9) 
wicked and prophane, and comfort and. encouragement of - Kc 

God! 


#4 x. 
Wodly. In the thankful acknowledgment of which rare and 
Wnogular mercies, and for ſtrengthning them(elves againſt ad- 
Serſaries, both of Church and State, the National Covenant | 
Being firſt ſubſcribed by the King and his houſhold in the year 
W530, was thereafter ſubſcribed by perions of all ranks in the 
rear 1581. by ordinance of the Lords of ſecret Council, and 
-:3 of the General Aſſembly, and aguin by all forts ot-perſong 
the year 1590, by a new ordinance of Council at the deſire 


r | 
»f the General Aﬀembly : This Covenant relating unto-the 
algeformed Religion then profeſſed in Scotland, and more parti. 


cularly expreſſed in the large Conf. ſhen of Faith, eſtabliſhed 


{q publicklyconfirmed by lundryActs of Parliamentzas it was then 
entered into with much cheartulneſs and gladnels of heart, the 
dwhole Land rejoycing at the Oath of God 3 ſo was it attend- 
ad with many and choile bleſſings from the Lord ; then wasthe 
'Ehurch of Scotland for Doctrine ſound and lively 3 for Wor- 
JiGhip, pure and ſpiritual z for Diſcipline, powertul and imparti- 
el ; and for Government, aod Unity, and Order, beautiful 
fgnd comely, and well compact together, which as they were 
ahpttended with rich Breathings, and comfortable Irfluences of 
ghe Lords Spirir upon the Souls of His People at Home, fo 
. 
r 


Frere they the matter of chis Churches Commendation in the 
hurches Abroad, who becauſe of theſe gave her the teſtimony 
1@f one of the pureſt & brighteſt ſhiningCandleſticks amongſt the 
pChurches of Chriſt; bur it was not long ere this bezury was mar- 
,n8ed, and this glory eclipſed, whilſt King Jemes following toe 
much the Couniels of Fleſh and Blood,and being upon the one 
anJ1 wroth with the freedom&tfairhfulneſs of Miniſters,&vpon 

FX he other hand,defirons tograrifie theprelatics] party inEngland 
"4@yreducingrheKirk ofScotlend in its Worſhip&:Government vn. 
480 a conformity with the Church ofErglend;did vvith the une 
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Luckie Help 8 miſchievous #Hiduſtfy of: fowe aiibitibis and & 
vetous men-pleaſing- Church-men, in a tew years by politi 
devices, firſt, overthrow the Government of che Church Þ 
Precbyteries and Synods, and obtrude* in ſtezd thereof 
LordlyGoyernment in the perſons of thirteenPrelats, and th 
corrupt the purity ofWorſhip,by thruſting uponth: Church th 
Frel:hþ Popiſh Ceremonies, and accordingly did his fon angb 
the Prelats preceed to build, until at laſt che Dodrine cambe: 
to be mingled with Ar-inianand Popiſh Errors,and the Wo 
ſhip'to be'turned over into the Erg/i/h Service Bock, and % 
Diſcipline and Government into a Book of Prelatical and Pal: 
piſh-Canons 3 which courſe ofdefection having now contingd! 
ed and encreaſed for the ſpace of near fourty years ar 
rerfuption, and being backed with the Authority both ©i# 
and' Eccleſiaſtick, had no doubt terminated and reſolvedin Po | 
pery; it the Lord when it was leaſt expeQed by friends, anfſb« 
leaſt feared by Enemies, had not in a: ents and wonderf{f 
way cut aſſunder the cords of theſe Plowers who 'plowed upotÞ 
the back of his poor Church, and revived his Work and Peg 
le. | 
: \ And therefore we hold it our duty in the third place, / 
make honourable mention ofthe Work of the Lord which 'F& 
hath done in cur days,” to wit, that in the year 1637, whale! 
the Prelats were in the height of their power and pride, and hs 
devifed-and procured that the Service Book and the Book of Cf! 
nons ſhould be obtruded upon this Charch, and that hell 
was/no' probable' means, and very few inſtruments by whi 
theſe Corruptions of the Workbip andGovernment of the houſe 
of 'God ſhould be reſifted : : the Civil Authority being trongh® 
engaged for carrying on thereof, and the greateſt part of thi? 
Mioiſtry being carried away with the courle of conformity,anl® 


couchin! 


” Tx. - ” : 
- ys; with 1/«char under the buirden:1t pleaſed God firſt to” 
Mir up the ſpirits of afew oiHisServ:nrs andpeople to witnels a- 

and ſo to encourage and countenance them 
* proceedings : That in the Monethof February in the | 
e&yeasr 1630, they did, notwith{tanding all the threats and op+ 
hpoſitions of Adverſaries which were many and ſtrong, again 
oe revive and renew te N :ttonal (Covenant, which now had 
mbeen forgotten and burried in Oblivion for the ſpace of almoſt-- 
our'y years; and ſuch was the good hand of God vpon His 
ons and People, that within not many Moneths thereatter, 
&@lm-ſt the whole Land did ſubject themſelves unto the Oath 
11 God : which was attended with more than ordinary mani: 
4.ft1tions of His preſence and influence of his Spirit in the af(- 
emblies of His people, and was in <ffet ro this Church which 
5M1d in a great Viealure and for a long Time forſaken her firſt: 
n{Eove,and declined from her primitive purity & integrity as life. 
{from the dead : Neither did the Lord ceaſe to repair the Tu-.. 
ne and build-up the breach that had bzen formerly made upon 4 
-4her, -until he had reftored her unto her liberty and beauty in 

'Presbyteries and Synods and General Aſſemblies, conſtituted of / 

Miniſters and Elders, according to the rule of Chriſt, and ex- 
fercifing their power unto Edification. The firſt of theſe Aſ- 
\Aemblies, which toward the end of the year 1638, conveened' 
at Glaſgow, the very place where the top ſtone was put upon 
QPrelacy in the year 1610, did revive and approve the Regiſters 
«of the former free and lawful Genera! Aſſemblies, fince Refor- 
ation from Popery in the year 1560, did condetnn and an- 
mulfix pretended: and corrupt Afemb'ies that had changed the 
gf& vernment, anc! corrupted the Worſhip; did take away the 
th polawtul Oaths-of Intrants to the Mimftry, caſt out the Service. 
,nBook, Book of Canons; Book of Ordinatign,and the high Com- 
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: miſſion-z did depoſe and: excommunicate the Prelates, did dyy 
IE clare Prelacy to have been abjured by the Confeſſion ot FaitS. 
El - 1580, and to be removed out. of this:Kirk, and-five Articles ff 

Ek, Perth to have been abjured and removed by the ſame Confe 
Þ0 on, and did reſtore Kirk Seſtions, 'Pregsdyteries, -Provincial « 
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"NationalAfemblies unto their full integrity,and their Membeniq; 


Priviledges, Liberties, Powers and JuriſdiQions, as they ary 
conſtituted by the Book of Policy, regiſtrated.in the Books of, 
the Aſſembly 1582, and ordained t@ be ſubſcribed 1590, 15944z 
"ha and make {undry otherlaudable Aﬀtsand Conſticutions, tendy,, 
£22 ing to the purging ef the Church, and advancement and letlef.. 
ment of the Work »f Reformarion. Andthough'this Aſembiye, 
and the Determinations thereof, were afterwards much oppoſe. 
by the Popiſh, Prelatical and malignant party, yer did the-Lorgy 
ſo.countenance His Servants and people in this Land and Hijh 
0 Work in their Hands, that the Reformation was fully eſtablizgg 
Et ſhed, and at laſt ratified and confirmed both by King and par 
Wl liamentin the year 1641. Then was there aſweet combinatiyg: 
I0' on of Truth and Peace in the Land, and the Lord did in a goody, 
bs. meaſure pour His Spirit from on high,by which che wilderneſie, 
al was turned into fruitful fields, and-the fruittul field into a for-gt 
OE reſt.; in contemplation of which wonderful mercies and blefug, 
C2 ſings of God, that they might teſtifie their thankiulneſs for thele 
ſame, and 'ecure them ſo far as did ly in them unto their poſted 
rity, and lend a helping hand unto their Brethren in B-glarndſ{e 
who then were wreſtling in the fire againft che unjuſt violencegt 
and crueltyot the Popiſh, Prelatical and Malignant party ; whoU 
7 by their evil counſels, had ſtirred up the King firſt to forſakeyy 
and afterwards to make war ag inſt the Parliament then Joekingg 
at Reformation: This Church and Nation did in theyear 16436 


upon the Parliament of Evg/ands calling for their help againktC 


the 


C 14: 3 _ FO 
Wtecommon Fnemy, propound unto them, that there might- 
I. « ſolemn Covenant entered into by all the. three Nations of 
AFcotl and, England and Ireland, which being agreed upon, was: 
Yaccordingly. proſecuted: and carried on in all the three Nations: 
” "Therefore, as we do from our fouls bleſs the Lord, who 
Lid pur ſuch a thing into the Hearts of his people, to engage 
themſelves in a Covenant to bis Poly and Bleſſed Majeſty, and 

'one to another in ſubordination to Him,in order to theſe things 
MHhhat concern. Truth and Holineſs and Righteouſneſs ;3- fo we do 
4hold ourſelves bound to teſtifie our cordial approbation of,and 
lefieal adherence unto that memorable and -never to: be forgotten 
ISolemn-League and Covenant of Scotland, Englend-and Ireland; 
«being perſwadedin our minds and convinced in our Conſcie 
Cences, that it is a:duty for People and Nations who profeſs-the 
WName of the Lord, to enter in Covenant with Him : this be- 
ting indeed the firſtand great Commandment of the Law, that 
ye ſhould have no other gods before Him, and that we ſhuuld 
tigvouch the Lord to be our God, and to walk-in His Ways, and 
"dto keep His Statutes, and His Commandments,&hi: judgments 
ellto heraken roHisVoice, Exod.20.2,3:D-«t.26: 16,17,18,19.And 
that whereof we have many memorable and praiſe- worthy pres 
ficedents in the Book of God, eſpecially when a people were cal- 
hefed torepens and turn unto God after publick backſlidings and : 
eedefettion; or were ſeeking: a right way foreftabliſhing-of theme 
ſelves in the midſt of ſnates, or of engaging of the Lord to help- 
«them in-ſtraits, and ftrengthen-them unto great and-eminent 
WUndertakings, or to expreſs their thankfulneſs for great and 
exwondertu]l Mercies&Deliverances, Dewt.29..1, 2. 2Chron.15.12, 
Nga3.14, 15.2Chr.29.10.2Chr. 34.31,32.Nehb.9.38,Neh.10 .29.@e. 
{And deing no leſs perſwaded in our Minds &convinced- in our r 
oulciences, tha our.Solegin League and Covenant inthe ou 
I043s. 


. ad $1 
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' ties LODGE. the matter and ends are all theſe precious th 


- grounded Uniformity in the former, and Union and 'Peſe 
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-of 1n ſacred or humzaae. ſtories, yer iufficiently warranied | 
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1643, is for the matterjuſt and warrantable for the.ends- who 


ſary and commendable, for the:time ſeaſonable; and-for the» 
i 


that are involved in pure Religion, true Liberty, and at 


the latter 3 or,.( to {pezk it in the words of a Revereng! 
vine ) this Oathis {uch, and in the matter and .conſequend 
it of ſuch concernment, as we can truly ſay, ic is werthl 
vs 3 yea, of all theſe Kinedoms, yea - of all 
Rogen of the iWorld, for it is ſwearipg 

2nd alledgeance unto Chriſt the King of Kings, and 2 { 
ths up of all theſe Kingdoms which are his Inheritance rf 
ſubdued more to his Throne and ruled more by his Sceprel 
pon whoſe {houlders the Government 1s laid, and in the « 

ciſe of whoſe Government and Peace there ſhall beno « 
the parties are the true God, the living God, the everlaf 
King, glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, and doing wg 
ders; and the three Kingdoms of Scotland, England and lrell 
who though as all theNations in compariſon of Him, aref 
as the Fe of a Bucket, and vanity and leſs than vanity 4 
nothing : yet ſuch as through His Grace were amongſt the f 
fruits of the Gentiles, and are for the Knowledge and acknof 
Jedgement of Jeſs Chriſt, in Name and Fame para'lel untol 
not beyond any Kingdoms of the World : the Seaſon wa-' 
deplorable «ſtate cf the Church and Kingdem of 1relond. t 

the d diſtrefled Eftate of the Church and Kingdom of _ 
and the dangerons eſtate of the Church and Kingdom of $1 
tand. that we may truly {ay ( with the Reverend Divine alft 
dy mentioned ſuch an Oath tor matter, perſons and other if 
cumft .nces, the [ike Math nor beenin any Age or Oath we re 
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Both. This Solemn League and Covenant as it was aQually 


Fwyorn, and taken Dy the whole body of Scotland from the high» 
& to the lowelt, ſo alſo by the Honourable Houſes of the Par- 
Sj ament of Enelaud, the Aſſembly of Divines, the renowned 
Tity of Londow, and multitudes not only of the people but of 
Scrſons of eminent Rank 2nd quality throughout that”, 
F:tion, and the Nation of Ireland, and all this by the 
{Pucbority and perſwaſion of the powers Civil and 
SFccleſjaftick 3 who can have forgotten how deliberatly it was 
M(olved 2 how unanimouſly it was concluded ? how joyfoly 
So was receivedand intertained ? the reſpeQive Authorities of 
IF-torch and State in Scotland, did all with one voice approve 
nd imbrace the ſame, . a5 the moſt powerful mean by the blel- 
Wng of God, for lettling and preſerving the true ProteſtantRe» 
Wzion with perfect peace in theſe Nations,and propagating the 
gg”. to other Nations 3 and after taking of the (ame themſelves, 
A :4 ordain it allo to be with publick humiliation, and all Re- 
Moious Solemnities, received, ſworn and ſubſcribed by all Mi- 
_Wiſters and Profeſſors within this Kirk, and SubjeQs within this 
Mingdom ; which was accordingly dene by the whole body of 
Sc Land,and in many perſons andCongregations attended with 
He feelings of that Joy, and comfortable influences of the Sp1- 
"1 t of God in the inlargementsand meltings ol hearts, which they 
"id find in ſo great meaſure upon the renovation of the Natio- 
F! Covenant, in the year 1638. And this ſolemn Oath of 
Sod being already taken by the honourable Houſes of the Par- 
Sament of Evglend, by the renowned Tity of Lendow, and by 
"She Reverend Aſſembly of Divines, the Lords and Commons 
# Parliament, upon the account of its being thought-afir and 
xcellent means to acquire the favour of Almighty God towards 


he three Kingdoms, of Englend Scotland, and Ireland, and 
| o RE. 
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| likewiſe tounite them, and by uniting, to ſtrengthen and{ 
| tifie them againſt the common enemy; and the true Refort 
Religion, peace and proſperity of theſe Kingdoms ; Did ( 
der and Ordain, That the fame Covenant be folennly ej 
throughout the Kingdom of Erglard,and Dominion of Wal 
and did condeſcend vpon Diredtions and Inſtructions for | 
better and more orderly taking thereof by all the Officers. 
Sonldiers, by the Counties and Committees,by the Univerſiti 
by the Miniſters and Parochines then under the power of 
Parliament : And as by theſe Inſtruftions, the Declaration! 
both Kingdoms joined in the Armies for the vindication a 
defence of their- Þ eligion, Liberties and Laws, againſt the Þ 
piſh; Prelatical and malignant-party,(in which ſuch as wal 
not take the Covenant, are declared to be publick enemie} 
their Religion and Countrie, and that they are to be'cenſty 
and punjſhed as profeſſed Adverſaries and Malignants.) wi 
appointed to be publickly read : So for the better encouragh 
ment. of all (orts of perſons to take. the Covenant, it, was in'fl 
fame inftrutions recommended to the Afembly of Divines* 
make a. brief declaration by way of exhortation 'to all ſorryifl 
perſons to take it, as that which they judged not only lawfif 
but:” all things conſidered. ) exceeding expedient and neceſ{at! 
andto be a ſingular pledge of Gods gracious goodneſs to all 
three Kingdoms, In obedience ro which, the Afembly | 
frame an exhortation, wherein they do not only hold foff 
the lawfulneſs of the Covenant, and take off ſuch ſcruples all 
obje&tions, 2s did thenly moſt in the way of thetaking of th 
but do alſo preſsit as the ſoveraign and only meapis to reel 
an imbroiled and bleeding remnant. And npon thefe grounf, 
and according to theſe Prelcripts, was that ſolemn Coveni e 
taken by multicudes of perſons of all ſorts, many of which dt 
rejojt 


I ( 15 ) 

ſigejoics at the, Oath of God, and did look vpon it as a moſt 
ae ritng brabch of hope holden forth by the Lord, forira 
ky ewing and reviving the Church of Chrift in- England and Tre. 
d y | nd, and preſerving the Church of Scotland. and -begetting 
eal \4 bringing forth great-afid. honeurable things amongſt the 
4&7 tions and: Churches abroad, for -advaricing'the Kingdom of 
"Wc: Chiſt, and bearing down the Kingdom of Antichriſt, 
” Mr<ither can it be forgotten, how by the ſame Authority, it is 
an zpointed to be ſubſcriked by perſons of all Rayks ſeverally, 
" rittirzg their Names ortheir marks, to which their Nameg are 
NE be added in a parchment Roll or a Book, whereunto the 
! F-5yenant is tobe inſerted purpoſely to be prov.ded for that 
e 1) nd, and keeped as a Record inevery Parochine: and how a 
2UF-Hitcle thereafter it, was afterwards ordered by the Honourable 
ey Jouſe of Commons, that the Solemn Leagtie and'Covenant be 
lun bn every day of Faſt and publick Humfliatien, publickly reed 
Fn every Church and Congregarion within-the Kingdom, and 
29 FHat every Congregation be enjoyned to have one of the {aids 
no venants fairly printed in a fair Letter, in a Table firted'ts 
% Yang up in ſome place of the Church ro be read ; which things 
WEanced not their due effe&t in many places : And why ſhould 
"ive not allo mention the mighty power and loving kindneſs 
dad? the Lord, teftifying from Heaven in hisWorks ofProvidence 
1 His Approbation of what was done byhisPeople ir-thefe thingy 
. Fccording ro His Word, who knows not how from that day 
on nd upward the Lord went forth with his People 'and their 
Yar ics,and that the Enemy was not able to-ftand before them 
- FÞtit did fatl gader them wntil they were foiled and -wholy bro- 
Ken to pieces. Theſe things 'we' mention, to ftirup- andÞer- 
'Meertain in'our ſelves and others the Honourable and'due-eſtitng- 


'**tion of that Honourable - and Sacred Bond of the Covenane, 
oj®* ? my by 
E. | | 
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thus well warranted by precepts and precedents from the wy 
of the Lord, thus rationally and ſtrongly urged by the Aurhik 
rities in both Nations,thus ſolemnly {worn by ſo many the 
ſands, thus ſealed and attefted in the Conſciences of ſo. mal 
gracious Souls by lively Communion and fellowſhip with Gd 
in bringing themſelves under the Bond thereof, and thus bl 
ſed and countenanced of God with ſuch outward deliverang 
and Saccefſes ; and to make it appear that it is not withay 
cauſe thar we judge the Obligation thereof ſti]l co be in for 
and thzt we do witneſs and profeſs our adherence thereun 
for our parts, tho. we do not judge all the matters contain 
thercin tode of the ſame importance and weight, ſome of the 
being Religious, others Civil only, not all the Articles they 
of to be of the ſame nature, ſome of them being abſolnte : 
binding abſolutely, others being conditional and binding cof 
ditionally only - Yet we do judge our ſelves, and the pak 
ties engaged therein, and who have taken it to be ſtill. fixmls 
bound to endeavour according to our and their places, 
performance of the ſeveral things therein contained and {wo 
according . to the common. and plain ſenſe of the Words ail 
nature of the obligation therein exprefled, and that no perſ( 
nor power uponEatth can diſpenſe or abſolve either themſely 
ar others fromthe Bond andTye of the ſacred Oath of the md( 
high God, | 77 
Tn the firſt place, We do teſtifie for, and bear record untd { 
much of the Work of Unitormity in Religion, as was attain{ 
by. che Reverend Aſſembly of Divinesat Loudon, and the Cof 
miſkoners of tae Kirk of Scotland, in one Confeſhon of Ka 
Form. of Church Government, DireCory of Worſhip, and @ 
techifing, and, r-tified and approven . by the General Afembif 
ofthisChurch and Parliaments. -of this Kipgdom, in ſo fafi 
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wth-3' concern them, Judging the fame t&be'found and- agreeable 
thi the rule of the Word of God, and to bein fofar the reult 
fone of theſe great' Duties: whereunto we are obliged by Co- 
nant; to Wit, toendeavour to bring the Churches of God in 


the 
M: 


' 


Gahcſe three Kingdoms, to the neareſt conjundion ajid nnitor- 
blity in Religion, Confeffion of Fairh, Form of Church Go- 
ol 


Sernment, Direfory for Worſhip, and. Catechiſmg,. chat we 
hawlnd our poſterity after us, may as Brethren. live in Faith and 
on ove, and the Lord may delightto:dwell im the midſt of us ; 
Wnd being followed and prattifed to'be'{uch as would (ingularly. 
Inoatribute for'the Honour and Glory of Gad, and the edifying 
«Bf the Churcties of Chriſt in theſe Nations, in the Knowledge 
$81d betiet of the Truth; - pitity of Worſhip, ſtrengeh of. Diſ- 
ipline, unity of Aﬀedtion, 2nd power 'of Godlineſs, and to 
colfihe taking away and ſuppreſiing all:things. that are .centrary- 
pal ereunto.. De td ES RR Ro 
ms Having now born Teſtimony for, - and' profeſſed our adhes 
Wence unto the Dofrine, Worſhip; Diſcipline and Government: 
volþfthe Kirk of Scorlard, and tols much ofthe Workof Unifor-. 
 alivicy, as was attained wit Erglevd, andito: the-National Co: 
{tenant of Scotland: and to'the Solemn' League and Covenant: 
bf Scorland; Englaxdand Ircdend: 'We hold it onr Duty in 


t encxt place-upon the grounds;! grid: forthe etids already ſet: 
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, 
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Qown, as to profeſs ouradberanyget& the Teftimonics formerly, 
&iven by ourſelves and: others of the Loras Miniſters:and peo- 


* 


ſe 
'o 


1iÞle, of the proteſting judgment in this Land, ſince the Moneth- 
ofiÞ{ September in the year 165 1,concerning the Ativgs of the pre»: 
Tent Powers apuinſt-this Nation \and::Church: 37  $> alſo at rhis. 
ine, to bear witneſs againſt the things now: on: faot 10 theſe 
Nations, that are contrary and deſtructive unto the DoGrine, 
aff Vorfhip, Diſcipline, and Government, Uvitormity and Cove»: 
dmants already mentioned: And therefore, 
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that Popiſh, Prelatical and Malignant ſpirit, which notwig 
ftanding of the' Lords witneſſing again(tr 1t1na moſt. eminey 


ſands, but:bte#& forth im. many; unto the eppoftng af Godling5 


party, contrary ito. the! ſolemn publigk: ; Confeſſion; .of .Gns and 


our ſelves bonnd to bear t 
therengto. 


'1; We:do profeſs our abharrence of the remaant and rqotgls 


way, now tor near twenty. years in.theſe . Nations, hpth. by Bf 
Word and:Warks, yet-doth not only lodge-and. lark. 1n thay} 


and the Work of Reformation, and .in taking. hold ofevegys 
ſhaddow,of opportunity: that;ſcemerh to comiþyte tor revivig 
and mDramoavingthe old: Maltgnant 'Iarereſis and deſigns, a 24) 
Religionand 'bterty : -.Amd wexannet:.burbemaan: that,-thy 
Spirit in. the aCtings . thereof, as 'it ſtandeth; in! qppoſition @ 
Godlineſs,- and: the precious Truths ayfd; -Ordinances: of Jelgy 
Chriſt, 15 tao muth cpnnived ar,by., which: jt-cometh-to paſg thi 
Popery grows and - ſprezdyahd-rhatiMalignant mes cally 
the Yoke . of .Datciphne, atid fet.vp/Paſtpre::accerding-ro..th 
own Heart, and bear down the Godly and the Work of GO 
in many. places 3 yet, wecannot but bemoan,;-that, many -ſuclh 
cbrough their feignedifarwargnels: and countegteitpeal:topyy 
movetheiatereſls of Church-aud State bave.fcrewed them 
into places:of Power:and Truſt inboth, and: labour to-ink 
but too. muchobthat-ſpirit into! the very 'vitals of Governmeny 
deſigning .no doubt,ito do byfrayd what they have nar. beay 
able to; do by force, bymaking ys:do a8&Amezia;:King of:Jydgf 
did (who afterhe bad! overcome the Edepvier, did bow dogg 
and worſhip their gods, 2 Chron. 25.14. ) ynto the. involvig 
of the Land again in finful;Eomplyences: with the- Maligneds 


and engagemed into:Qutids;in the year x64.3, 40-which (oleql 
confeſtron of {x5 and engagement Wnto Dufigs,we doalfo F ig | 


fiho0ny,and to. profels our adherengy 
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"we do Qifciin hd -reltifi8 apainit all abit buger ſiver 


"Wf Errors, and Herefies, arl Blaſphemies that have been broa+ 


Mhed, and havebroken out in thef&Nations in or days 3-whe- 


Yhrer-ſuch as deny and opputne'ths DiviteAuthotity of the: ho. 

oy 'Scriptutes, or the' Sacred Trinity: oft:Rerſons;"Bether, Son. 
\. W1nd-Holy Ghoſt; in the blefled Ariry of Efitnce and: Being; one+ 
"Mnfinice, ecernal and Almighty God, the Deity of the Sor of 
.A&0d, the Deity of the Holy Ghoſt, Gods holy and: eternal; 
MDecrecs of Efetien andReprobation;theCreatiowof the workd,. 
; Wwe becing: of good and evil Angels, 'Origima] {in; .che WMnor- 
; Wlity of the Sou}, the: Reſurrection of the Body,-the:way-of: 
Madement, eternal Life and eternal Death, the two [Natures of: 
"MWelus Chriſt, andthe union thereotin one Perſon, the real mes 

Ir and tatisfyins veriue of bis Death and Paffionitotake away 
"i ad; wrath. and” redecthing of-Soulsfromithe guilt and-bon< 
bo ge thereof, and theſe only who are given to Him of the Fa- 
XMher, and notall and every individual man, or the impotency- 
MId deadiefsofinans will to-all ſpiritual and ſupernatural good: 


Yr the rue tifture of Faith, or juſtification by the.” fee grace: :of 
od throfph-the imputed Righteouſnets of Chriſt caken hold. 


'Mst by Faith, or the uſe of the moral Law to Believer:, the inbee- 
*Wg of (in and of a Body of death in Believers, or their confeſ- 
ng and acknowledping of fin, and praying unto 'Gad for par 
Won thereof, or their being chaſtiſed of God for their+ ſins, of- 
ie Ocdinances of Chtift as'ſuperfluous and: net neceffaryto: a 
aint, or the morality of the Lords Day, or the baptifing of 
Mriten's born within the Church; or the hawfolneſsof Oaths, or- 
eres” prohibited in Mariage, Levit. 18: the Gonvernmenc 
it the Hbuſe'6f God by Prevbyteries und: Synodsand whatſer 
Mver is'conttary to-the Law atd' ©'o:the-Teftimony under what - 
 Moever Natiies or Forms; whether” Atheiſm, . Antiſcripturiim, . 
- , Arianiſm, 


( 20.9. - RM 
Sepvicifin pollalilis Fogery, Fagan TY R 
Antinomianiſm,Libertiniſm. Anabaptiſm,Eral aniſm, Þrelacy, 
ratiſm, In dependency 3 and whatſoever c]3 that is condg 
ed by the Word of. God, that bath been publiſhed in thi 
Nations theſe years paſt; or is on foot therein at this day 5 
particulars whereof being ſo many and various, would be 
dious and irkſome to enumerate 5 Yea, as we do diſclaim «a 
teſtifie againſt all of theſe 5 ſo we judge that many of theſe 
for their groſienels to. be abhorred,and do wiſh that they col 
tor ever be buried in immortal oblivion; never to be mentions 
nor heard of any: more in the Churches of God; but when thi 
are vented and many of them countenanced and encourady 
unto the provocking of the God of Truth-in a high meakgh 
to theaffrontingand troading underfoot His precious Fruthal 
Ordinances'to the ſubverting & deſtroying of many ſouls,to 
reproach of thethurches ofChriſt at home,8ſcandalizing of thi 
that are abroad,to the grief of theGodly and inſulting & mo 
ing of the.protane, to the. am9zement of Friends and joy a 
rejoicing of Adverſaries, who can hold his peace? NayW 
are afraid that God will in ſome eminent way, declare his wr; 
from Heaven againſt theſe Lands, becauſe of that curſed mad 
ftrous brood of Errors, Herefies and Blaſphemies that hath bt 
hatched and bred up therein thele years paſt, and alas with ji 
little Contradiftiop, would to God not too much convivanl 
and countenance from theſe who mighthave done much 
cruſhing that cockatricein the ſhell. m 
3. As we do profeſs our difſatisfaQion that the Civil PowSt 
ſhould rake upon them by themſelves ordinarly to preſcril® 
publickHumiliation and Thavkſgiving, with theCauſes and Fo 


thereof to all the Miniſters and Members of this Churchas bei 
conrarie to the well warranted' priviledges ang conſtant pri 


tic* 
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MW: -e of the Church it ſelf, and in irs own nature introdaQory 
"Yo greater encroachments, and putting into the handmwof the 
ATivil power, the modelling of the publics Worſhip of God, 
WSnd things moſt properly Ecclefiaſtick 5 So we defire with chat 
Wbriety that becomes Chriſtians, and that faithfulneſs and' zeal 
at becomes the Minititers of the Goſpel,to bear witneſs againſt 
hoſe /njuries that are done to the true Reformed Proteſtant 
Kligion, profeſſed in this Church, and holden forth in our 
Wonteſfion of Faith and Catechiſms, and Directories for Wor- 
Whip, and Government, by that late Petition of Advice offered 
Wy che late Parliament at Weſt-rinifer to bt: late Highnels, and 
a&nlented unto by him in the Article concerning Religion,and 
lo v homologated by the eſtabliſhment made of that Govern* 
cnt in the perſon of his Son according thereto. - 1; Becauſe 
oW at Article, though it do provide that the true Proteſtant Re- 
k&& ion, as it is contained in the holy Scriptures of the Old and 
offflicw Teſtament, be held forth and aflerted for the publick 
7 of thefe Nations; Yet by preſcinding from allour 


yirmer Confeſſions of Faith, and attainments in the work of 
:Feformation, and by providing that a Confeſſion of Faith yet 
ne be agreed upon by his Highne(s and the Parliament accord- 
g to the rule and warrant of the Scriptures, be aflerted, held 
@rch and recommend&#d?to the people of theſe Nations, it doth 
anFave and caſt loule all theſe former attainments and Confeſſions 
14 Faith from being the reſſera of our publick profeſſion, and 
\mport a very great Reflection upon the Religtori, which ſince 
whe Reformation from Popery hath been profeſſed amongſt us, 
gd giveth no (mall ſcandal ro the Churches of God at home 
$9 abroad, and no (mall Advyantageto Papiſts and other Ad- 
griaries, by miniftring unto them bur too juſt occaſion tothink 
rid ſay, thatafter a hundred years profeſling of the Proteſtant 
tics | D MAL þ, Religion, 
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Religion, we have it and the Confeſſion of our Faith the 
\nent yetto ſeek, and to be determined upon ; yea, it leavet| 
doubtful, what is or may be underſtood by the Proteſtant | 
ligion mentioned in the Article, whether that Calviniſm 
F* ELutheranifm, or Arminianiſm, or any other that layeth claim 
2.08 the name of the Proteſtant, or ſome complex of all or mor, 
het {} theſe, or the things wherein all of them do agree, laying ay 
3M. the things wherein they differ. 2. Becauſe the determinating 
"Pi concerning Religion made 1n that Article, though reachingy 
.- (- Scotland, no leſs than to England and Ireland, were enatted ag 


yt eſtabliſhed in a Law, not only without the previous deternyg 
3 nation of eSynod or Aſſembly of this Church, but alſo wit 
=yY out ſo much as advice taken or conſultation with any of 
2-0 : Synods and Aſſemblies; yea, whilſt ſome of her Miniſters wy 


earneſtly defiring and pref{ing the contrary, and that any Ci 
power ſhould at the firſt inſtant, eſpecial'y in a Church conſþ4 
tated, whole eſtabliſhed Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, at? 
Government, they are bound nat only by the co:rman ti ed 
the Magiſtrats duty, but alſo by the particular Oath of God, |. 
preſerve inviolable, tzke upon them ofand by themſelves to 64 
termine things of ſo intimate and important concernment!-: 
Religion; yea, take upon them tocaſtlouſe their former gogal 
"I and praiſe- worthy. ſettlements, and to'determine the publii 
fl confeſſion of that Church and Narion, { asis hinted in that 
2 tition of Advice ) we conceive to be contrary to the Word (1 
Gd, which hath-put into-the hands of the Officers of his oy. 
houſe { and not into. the hands of the powers of the Worll. 
the Keys of his own houſe; whether the Key of Knowledges: 
Dofdtrine that conſiſts in-expounding and:preaching of theWas 
and determining: controverſies of Faith, zccording to: the 1% 
of the-Scriptures; or the: key of order. and. decency, by 0 
Arcu 


( 23) 

Wircumſtances of order and worſhip in the Houſe” of God ate 
Wecermined, according to the genera] Rules of the Word, cone * 
Rerning Order and Decency, or the Key of Diſcipline for ex- 
mygrcifing of Church Cenſures upon the ſcandalous and obſtinate, 
imkpr che Key of ordaining and ſending forth of Church Officers, 
orggor ſpiritual Services and Miniftrations in the Houſe of God, 
af atth. 16. 19. John 7 O- 23. Mal. 2, } « Deut. I 7. 9, I'O, 
ting it. Levit. 10, 10. Ezek. 22. 26, Ezek. 33: 23, 24. Nev. 2, 
Naw, 14,15. AGs 15. 6, ©c. AT. 16. 4, John 18. 36, 2 Chron. 
| aſp5. 16, &c. and to be contrary to the Confeſſion of the Faith . 
ermgnd conſtant tenor of the Doctrine of this Church, and former 
vidgood and laudable Laws of the Land, as will apyear from the 
f lylarge Conteſlion of Faith in the head of Counſels, ( to which 

walſo agreeth tie Confeſſion of Faith, firſt agreed upon by the 
CitiAlſmbly of Divines at Weiiminſter, Anno 1646 in the head 
nfpf Synods and Councils, and 1n the head concerning the Ci. 
a1:yil Magiſtrate j} and the Remonſtrances and Declarations of 
.eathe General Aſſemblies of this Church, particularly from the © 
d,;, Declaration of the General Aﬀembly, againſt the unlawful En- 
od gagement in war againſt Ergland, 4nno 1648, and from ſeveral 
nt!.Ads of Parliament, particularly from the firſt A& of the twelfth 
rojParliament of King James, holden at Edinburgh, June 5.1592. 
blizF/ca fo be contrary to the Confeſſions of Faith and body of the 
tgDoftrine of the Proteſtant Churches, which do generally and 
4 Þarmoniouſfly teach an Eccleſiaſtick power in the Officers of the 
oy. Houle of God, diſtin from, and independent upon the Ci- 
14 vil powers, to which belongeth the exerciſe and uſe of the 
zag Keys of the Kingdom of Chriſt : And therefore fur the Civil 
/aypower to aflume ir,is to tranſyreſs the bounds, andzo remove 
104 the Land marks which are ſet by God, againftwhith the faith- 
hjz ful :nen of God who lived in this Church ia the days of onr 
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Fathers, did witneſs in Of of difficulties and danow 
3. We hold our ſelves bound to witneſs againſt thar Artig 
becauſe of the Toleration of many Errors and Hereſies, 
things that are contrary to ſound Dottrine and the power 
Godlineſs thar 1s therein framed and eſtabliſhed in a Law, g, 
wir, ot all theſe that are conſiſtent with proteflinz faith inGyy 
the Father, and in Jeſus Chriſt his eternal Son, the true Gog 
and in the Holy Spirit, God coequal with the Father and 
Son, one God blcfſed for ever, and with acknowledging thy 
holy Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament to be the reveig 
ed Will and Word of God, whilſt the maintainers thereof 
buſe not this liberty to the civil injury of others, or the diſtugy 
bance of the publick peace 3 (o that this liberty be n6t exteyg 
ded to Popery or Prelacy, or to the countenancing ſach why 
publiſh horrible blaſphemies, or praCtiſe or hold forth licengy 
ouſnels or prophanneſs under the profeſiion of Chriſt, ang 
therefore not only unto Arminianiſm, Antinomianiſm, Any 
baptiſm, Eraitianiſm, Seprratiſm, & c. but alſo to a great payþ 
of Familiſm, Socinianiſm, Quakeriſm, Pelagianiſm, and many 
Errors that do not enly deny and deſtroy many of the beauty 
ful ſuperſtructures, but do alſo ſtrike at many of the corngy 
ſtenes, and chief foundations of Chriſtian Religion : ſuch 
'Toleration as this we conceive cannat be connived at, much leg 
countenanced and allowed by Maſters of Families in theyg 
houſholds, by Church. Officers in the Churches of Chrift 5 oy 
dy Chriſtian Magiſtrates in Chriftian States and Commong 
wealths, without palpable crofling and contraditing the wile 
of God revealed in the Scriptures of Fruth, Ger. 18. 19. Gag 
35. 1,2; 3.4. I Sam. 3. I1, 12,13,14. Pſal. ton. 1. 1 Ting 
2,3, 12: Joh. 10.1t. Tit. 3. 10, 11. Rev. 2. 6,14, 15, 16 
20. ver. Dent. 13, 6, 81, ©c. Joſh, 22: 11. 1 King. is 461 
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"hs \ 7*. 16, t7, | King, 12 26, 2 King, T7. 18. Ezck. 
Ic FETs ; oy $5.13. Z4ch,1 2-2. Therefore have the Commiſh- 
MW, crs ot the General Aſſembly of this Church witneſſed plainly 
a folly againſt this Toleration, whilſt it was but yet in the 
, od, 410 1649, And the Reverend Aﬀembly of Divines at ] 
Oe aminiter, asthey have in the Larger Catechiſm in the expoſi- | 
Uogn of the ſecond Commandment, reckoned the Tolerating of 
| thi Religions amongſt the ſins forbidden therein zo inthe 
7 nfeflion of Faith, they do afert it to be the duty of the Magi- 
Verate tO cake order that the Trurh of God be kept pure and in» 
Of te, that all Blaſphemies and Hereſtes be ſuppreſſed, all corrupe 
ſtngons and abuſes in Worſhip and Diſcipline prevented or refor- 
tehed, and all the Ordinances of God duly ſettled, adminiſtred 
Whihd obſerved ; and it 1s a Covering will be found not of 
nQe Lords Spirit, to ſay that theſe Commandments and Prece- 
alffents, and Threatnings from the Word of God, do not con- . 
Angern the Magiſtrate in the days of the Goſpel,not only becauſe | 
Pathe ends and reaſons thereof, to wit, the Glory of God, and ' 
the Preſervation of the Image of God, which conſiſts in Holt- 
Uteſs and Righteouſneſs amongſt the children of Men, are mo- 
'Ntghl and perpetual ; but alſo becaule as the Lord hath propheſt- 
2 etl and promiſed of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate in the days of the 
Goſpel, that he ſhall not defile the place of the Lords Throne, 
hegnd the place of the (cles of his feet where he will dwell in the 
ohidſt of his people,in their ſetting up of their threſholds by his: 
Olthreſholds, and their poſtes by his Poſtes, Ezek. 43. 7, 8. and 
withat they ſhall thruſt through the falſe Propiet. Zach. 13. 3. 
3ago hath the Lord Jeſus Chrift Himfelf, who is the King of Kings 
ingnd Lord of lords, ſhown them an example,by making a ſcourge 
I160f Fords, and driving buyers and ſellers out of the Temple, 
4 which was the only a& of compullive and external power that 
"Ol we 
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3% -we read of him, to haveexerciſed in all his Life, that he mi 
FF .- therein give an example of that zeal for the Houſe of God, whi 
# onght to poſſeſs all theſe agaieſt the profaners of his Temple. aq 
"8 polliters of his Church, to whom God hath given a coaQi 
I power over the ourward man : And the Apoſtle Paul Kom, 
78 nl inlaying down the Magiſtrats duty, hath jnltructed us, thar | 
Re beareth the {word to bea terror to evil Works ; we mean ſug 
as appearing in the outward Man, do mar the glory ot Cod ang 
the good of men, and are ſubjz& to cognizance and trial by mg 
EA of which ſorc are many Errors and Hereftes and Blaſphemigg 
KY Hh 2 Phil.2. 2 Jobn"10.2. Tim,z13. Iit.3.10. Rom, 10. 17; Ani 
8 15 ic not propbeſied in the Book of the Revelation, T hat lg 
| Kingdoms of the Vorld ſhall become the K1ngdoms of our A 
and of his Chriit, and that the t*n horns ſhall hate the whore any 
make her deſolate and n1hed, ard ſhall eat her fleſh and burn ty 
with fire, Rev. 11: 15: Rev: 17: 16: Yea. 1s not the preſay 
Powers their taking upon them to reſtrain Popery and Prelacgg 
an undenyable acknowledgment, that theCivi] Magiſtrat hath 
power given of God ſo to do : and it in theſe chings, why nag 
- 1g other things that are no leſs prejudicial to the glory of God & 
_ ſpiritual good of men. 2. Becauſe ſuch 2 Toleration is utterly 
: F - repugnant unto, and inconſiſtent with the indiſpeo{ible Oat 
b: of God in the Solemn League and Covenant, profeſſed to hþ 
made in the preſence of Almighty God the ſearcher of a!l heane 
with a true intent to perform the ſame, as we ſhall anſwer at tha 
great day, when the (ccrersot all hearts ſhall be diſcloſed. k 
this Toleration the pertorming of theſe Vows of God upon usr 
Oris it nor the way tocaſt louſe the Reformed Religion in Seolg 
land, to hinder Reformation in E»gl«nd. to mar Uniformity tl 
one Confeſſion of Faith, Directory of Worſhip, Catechiſnm,anj 
form of Church Goverament. And ſhall we hereby extirpayy 


Super 
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[ Iperftition, Hereſie, Schiſm, Prophaneſs and 'whatſoever ſhall 


G& found contrary to ſound Dotftrine and the power of Godli- 
*. (> Or is it not the way to nurſe them upon our Breaſts,and 
tiandle them vpon our Knees ? Ts thisto free our ſouls from 


we2, to partzke with them therein, and fo partake of their 
Glagues? is this to make the Lord one and His Name one in 


Mggecording to the number of our cities. 3. Becauſe this Tolera- 


Mggon by the countenance which it hath had 1n this Naticn theſe 


Atfeven years paſt, hath already produced: many [ad and ſinful 
1t tf-&s, ſuch as the growth and increaſe of Popery, the ſpread- 
Loghe of Libert=iſm, Qnakerilm, Anabaptiſ” *, and the prophan- 
* athing of the Lords day,and deſpiling of the Ordinances and pub- 


1 Mick Aſſemblies of the Lords people, the contempt and caſting: 


eleljouſe of Church Dilcipline, the cauſele(s and unjuſt revolt of men 
13cjet a malignant Spirit from their own lawful Paſtors and Church: 
hatOfficers; and ſundry ſuch like tat are de{iruqive unto Piety: 
' Nagnd Godlineſs, and to unity and order : And it God ſhall nor 
d tbegraciouſ] : pleaſed by a wonderful work of power and mercy 
ere prevent it, what can be exp:Ced when it 1: now framed inte 
Jaty Law, and all Lawsto the contrary repealed and taken away,, 
O bbut thatit ſhould prove theinletto all ſort of Error and diſtracti- 


221gn and confuſion: Who knows not how fertile the ſpirit of 


thaman is of vain imaginations,and how prone to change the Truth: 
bf God into a lie? rhat hardly can all chele bonnds that are ſet 
usrdnto it, and theſe. bands that are put upon it by the Lord, when 


colem proven by men to the ontmoſt djiigence and care keeped from: 
y gebording, into error and louſneſs, ſha]l it-not then overflow all 
antes banks when it may: do it- without contradiftivn 5 yea, in: 
palmany. things expect countenance and protection thereim.. Our 
Del hearts 


the cuilt of other mensſins? Or is it not to ſuffer ſin nponthem 


the three Kingdoms? Or is it not rather to multiply our gods: 
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hearts trembleto think how the Glory of God ſhall be trod(g. 


t 
under foot, how the precious Truths of the Goſpel (hill };* 
W 

k 


corrupted and perverted, how the Ordinances of Chiift (( 
be contemned and {et at nought. how His Government 
be overchrown, His Officers had in contempt, His Woarf| , 
polluted, His day profaned, how peoples minds (hall betrg-; 
bled, and ſouls ſubverted how the power of Godlineſs (h:f 
be eaten out with vain janglings, how the whole work off j 
formation ſhall not only be retarded and obſtructed, buthz! 
oreat meaſure ( if not utterly ) rendred void, how in ſtead; 
Reformation, we ſhall have Deformation, in (ſtead of the pay . 
er of Godlineſs, vain jangling, in ſtead of love, bitter He 
burnivgs and jealouſies, in ſtead of union,ſchilm and diviſig 
in ftead of peace, contention and ſtrife, in ſtead of Order a; 
Government, anarchy and confuſion 3 yea, what elſe can] 
the fruits that ſuch an evil tree can bring torth, or the ſtrear 
that can iſſue from ſo bitter and impure a fountain, but that 
laſt our Candleſtick ſhould be removed, and our Sun ſet in af; 
night of obſcure darkneſs : lt is above al! contradiction, that: 
theſea of Roxze theſe hundred years paſt, hath always had | 
eye upon Britain for reducing the Churches of Chriſt there 
unto their former ſubjeQion unto the man of (in, ſo hath noth | 
hopes been more hightened by any thing, than by this Tole 
tion 3 becauſe thereby,advantage 15 mininſtred for ſending for | 
her emiſlaries for crying down a Miniſtery and Ordinances, an 
pervetting of the precious Truths of God, and inſtilling in 
peoples minds the ſeeds of the Popiſh doctrine, which make. 
many wile men fear, tharthele Nations ſhall again at laſt, |. 
carried back again into Rome, and be ſwallowed in Popiſhl 
perſtition and idolatry. 
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Next, As we do profeſſe the ſorrow of our hearts, fo we do te« 
A cific the abhorency of our ſouls, againſt all the injuries and affronts 
1] j; that have been orare offered and done to the National Covenant 
as of Scetland, and to the Solemn League and Covenant of Ergland, 
®c.o111yd and Ireland:iTt is too much fin upon theſe Nations (whereof 
| Ht acknowledge our ſelves to have a large ſhare ) that they have 
Ill (©or 1trended the duties to which they are reſpeRively engaged 
tra: therein, with that ſincerity, reality and conſtancy that beſeems fo 
(hi C:cred and ſolemn vows made unto God, but have through the 
f 8. power of an unſound &lukewarm heart and an uaſtable ſ{pirit,come 
tiz.Jhort exceedingly therein ; yea, have fallen in many breaches of 
a .all the Articles thereof : but what a dreadfull aſtoniſhing thing is it, 

"the like whereof we believe hath ſcarce been heard amongſt the 
| heathen, that theſe ſolemn Vows and Covenants ( which for the 
Ea ſolemnity, hath had but few parallels among the Nations ) ſhould 
ſtair only be ſcorned and derided by open adverſaries, but vilified, 
-reproached, oppoſed and trodden under foot by many who have 
n} therein opened their mouths unto God, and ſubſcribed and ſealed 
them with their hands ; yea, ſought to be buried in oblivion, that 
the name thereof as to the obligation of them; may be no more 
mentioned nor remembred. We cannot remember nor repeat but 
wich much indignation and abhorrency of ſpirit, how ſome hath 
it! raiſed upon and reviled it - to that height of impudency and impi- 
X ety, as to call it Neha/!ane,the brazen Serpent that fhould be broken 
rel to pieces and ground to powder, leſt men fall down to workbip it, 
th and co compare the prefling of it to the Papiſts holding up the ido- 
Jet latrous erchariſt in the eyes of the people, that they may fall down 
and worlbip ic : And how others of no better ſpirit have been bold 
to call it a device of the devil, a curſed Covenant hatched in hell : 
And wiich doth more aflit us, as being a more pubiick ſin upon 
M theſe Nations, not only is there no Law nor Declaration ſince the 
kl. year 1651, declaring the ſtanding obligation thereof, and former 
\ | .Liws and Dzclaracions relating thereunto to be ſtill in force, but 
1h the very to:-mal tye and obligation thereof is forgotten and laidaſide 

and all Laws. Statutes and Ordinances, and Clauſes 'in any Law, 
oy Statute aud Ortinance relating to the tye and eſtabliſhment thereof, 

Iepealed, lo far as they ars contrary to the Liberty and Toleration 
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in things Religious,holden forth in the Petition of advice, Ohthy 
we were ſenſible of the diſhonour that is done to God in thele thigg*h 
$3 168 and of the dreadful guilt that theſe Nations are involved into thefſ*e 
by, and of the great wrath that is like to come thereupon, becay 
of the ſame, 1f Covenant: breaking be a moſt hainous and dangi<t 
rousoffence complained of, condemned, threatned and ſevergþ 
plagued of God, P/al. 78. 34, 35, 36, 37. Fer. II. 10 2 Kings Y- 
15: Lev. 26, 25« Deut. 29.20, 21,22, 23, 34, fer. 22.8, 9. Ez:k,j) «t 
IF. Amos 1. 9. Foſh. 7. 11, 12. 2 Same21.I, 2. If it be true whig -t 
was delivered from the Word of the Lord by a Reverend Diviney £ 
His exhortation made to the honourable Houſe of Cemmons, ay -1 


reverend Divines of the Aſſemb!y at London, before he read the Cy 1 


b- i. venant, That a Truce-breaker 1s reckoned up amongſt the wileſt of Chr, ? 
3. ftians, 2 Tim. 3: 3. So a Covenant breaker is liſted amongſt the wor.1 
Bio of Heathens, Rom: 1+ 3i: And which from the ſame Word of Trug, ! 
% was delivered by another Reverend Divine. at the taking of the Cort 
4AM venant by the Honourable Comnuttee of Eſtates, and Reveren-. 


Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly in Scotland, That God wil *t 
ſhake out every. man from his Houſe, and from his labour that performn, 
mot the words of this promiſe, Neh: 5:13: If( we fay ) theſe be the try | 
WE ſayings of God, as no doubt they are, becauſe delivered by the Gi! 
by, of:Truth, in the Scriptures of Truth, have we not reaſon upon h-:: 
ds hearing thereof, to be afraid, that great is the wrath of the Loy 
that is kindled againſt the Inhabitants of theſe Nations, becauſe 9 '! 
| 

| 

| 


\þ forſaking and deſpiſing of his Covenant ; and upon that accoun 
| not.only to mourn and humble our ſelves in private, but-alſo y- 
#ive publick warning thereof unto others, that { ifthe Lord ſo will. 
we-may perſwade them alſo to humble themſelves and repent : 9 
+ M if they will not hearken and hear,that we may deliver our own ſoul 
by bearing. witneſs to God and his Truth, and by not hating ou 
Brother in ourkeart, butin any ways rebuking our neighbour, an 
n2tſuffering ſin upon him; Lev. 19, 17. 
BI In the laſt place, We do alſo as Miniſters of the Goſpe], teſtifi 
bi our diſlke, that the Civil powers who now bear ru'e over this-Nati- 
on; ſhould ingroſs-into their treaſury, the legal ſettled mainte 
nance.of all the-vacand Churches into the Land, and put-the dib 
poſing thereof into the hands of a Civil Judicatory, without whaſt- 
anteryenting . approbation and 'warrand- (notwithſtanding of on 
£ing. 
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tb. ( 31) be 0s Pe 
.N eing called by the Congregation, and approven and -admitted'by 
the Presbytry) none ſhall be authorized or admitted to any ſuc 
F.yacant living or benefice, as Is due to the Miniſtry in Scotland,and 

i that they do not allow them this approbation and warrant, until 
© firſt they do declare under their hands, their purpoſe and refoluti- 
won to live peaceably under the preſeat Government, 1. Becauſe 
9 this way is contrary unto the Word of God, The divine right of 
119 .che maintenance of Miniſters is a eruth that 1s clearly taught in the 
eg Scriptures, both of the Old and New Teſtament, Numb. 18. 8, g. 
an -Deut. 14. 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 20, 29. Exh, 45. 1,2, }, 45, Oy 7s 
Og Math. lo. 10, Luk, 10. To 2 Cor, 9. 4, Ys 6, T3 S, 9, To, II, Iz, 135 
bri 14. Gal. 6.6. 1 Tim. 5+ 17, And the Scriptures alſo teach, that as 
or) it is the Magiſtrates duty to ſee ſufficient proviſion made for the 
ut, Miniſtry, and (if need be) to ſupply their want out of.their-own 
Corntreaſury, Iſa. 49. 23, 1/4. 60. 104 1 Chron, 29. r, 2, 3,4, 2 Chron. 
ml 3 1s 2, 3, 45 &c. Nehemn. 13. 10, 11,12, 13. Gen. 47, 22, Soalſo 
1 -that is a great ſin before the Lord for them, or any other, 'to take: 
away or devour, or intervert holy things that are now alread 
mm ſettled and deyoted unto the maintenance of the. Goſpel, and 0 
>...the Worſhip of God, Lewvit. 27. 10, 32, 33. Deut. 26. 12, 13, 14, 
4.315. Prov. 20. 25, 2 King» 16, 17. 2 Chron. 25. 24. Feel 3, 4, x. 
Mal. 3. 8, 9, Ad. 19. 37; Rom-2, 22: Add to theſe things, that 
 i*the Church of Scorland hath a proper patrimony and rents of her 
own, competent for the entertaining of her Miniſters, founded for 
moſt part upon the tithes and allocations out of the ſame, and 
upon particular dotations and mortifications-of private and publick 
;benefators. 2. That there isno footſtepin the Word of God of the 
uy} Civil Magiſtrate, his approbation of aMiniſter in the Houſe of God, 
og.-45 neceilary, before he have right unto, or power to intromet with 
oj; his maintainance, or ofthe Civil Magiſtrate his being warranted to 
, put a bar upon the legal maintainance of theMiniſters of theGoſpel, 
76, that is due untothem by vertue of their office, or to reſtrain it, un- 
145, 1] firſt they have given bonds for their peaceable deportment un- 
te. der his Government ; But that upon the contrary, the Word of 
1:6, the Lord doth clearly teach, that Miniſters maintainance is due by 
af} Vereue of their office, and without any ſuch interventing appro- 
oy  Pation from the Civil Magiſtrate, or any ſuch bonds required of 
;08 them, or given by them ; "The holy Ghoſt, Levit, 7; 35, 26s cal- 
E 2 Isth 
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the children'of Iſrael, in the day when he anointed them. by 


x 


leth the maintainance of the Prieſts, the portion of their anointingy 
in the day when he preſented them to miniſter unto the Lord 
the Prieſts office, which the Lord commanded to he given them 


ſtatute for ever, throughout their generativns, which is repeat 
again, "Numb 18. 18, their maintainance 151n many Tex:s of Scrpfp 
pture, called their inheritance, which they were as freely to een 
joy, as the people did enjoy their inheritances, The light of nam 
ture taught a heathen King to allow heathen Prieſts ſomewhaor 
more in the freedome of cheir enjoyments, then to the reſt of higic 
SubjeRs, Gen. 47. 22- and the part of Levi s Covenant of Miniiel 
ſters, having acceſs to their maintainance freely by vertue cf theigf 
office, is of force under the Grſpel, as well as underthe Law, as wigii 
may ſee from the 45 Chapter of the prophelie of Ezekicl : Tr is theryh 
appointed that'an holy portion of the land b* afligned for thi 
Prieſts, che Miniſters of the Sanctuary, and given unto them inc 
mediatly by the aflignment and Commandment of God, withowh 
ſuch interventing approbation of any Civil Authority, or any {uchsl 
promiſes required of them, or made by them, as previous unto theig 
right thereunto. And the ſame thing is alſo clearly conſ:queyye 
from theſe Texts in the New Teſtament which we have cited 4 
ready, that do prove the maintainance of Miniſters under the Gohnt 
pel, to be due to them, Fure Divino, and by vertue of their cfficel. 
2. This way of aſſuming and diſpoſing ofthe m»intainance of ge 
Miniſters of the' Goſpel, is contrary unto the Liberties, and Pri 
viledges, and Conſtitutions of this Church, founded upon the wort 
of-God, andconfirmed by a conſtant current of many wholſon® 
Laws an® Ads »t Parliament, made in favours of the Church. 
Book of Diſcipline, Head fifth and ſixth, 2. Book of Diſciplin#9 
Chap. 9+ 10. 12.. Ad of the General Aflembly at Edinburgh December® 
25. 1566. Articles touching Reformation condeſcerded upon i 
the Aflembly at Edmburgh, Fuly 21. 4567. At of the Afﬀſembly a 
Edinburgh, Aprit 24. 1576, Act of Parliament at Edizhurgh, Octcber 18% 
L581; Act of Parliament ar Edinburgh, Fanuary: 1.1592 As alſo the 60 
-7,and 8: Acts of K,Cb; 2. Pariiamunt at Edinburgh, June 17. 1640. witty 


many other Adsof the General Atſemb.ies of cis Churci, and AAP! 


of Parliament of this Nation, as will ealily appzar. to any that hey 
pet 


1 


n £34.53. 
wenſe the regiſters of Kirk andStatee 2, Becauſe it doth'clearly tend: 
eo the bringing of the Church and the Miniſters thereof in bon- 
oe unto the luſts and will of men, by taking from them 1i- 
rey of diſcharging thr Conlſciences in declaring all the counſel 
$God, and reproving of che ſins of all men freely, and without: 
creſpedt of perfons, Thas being bound in the ſpirit, we have been 
enonſtrained in this cold and declining time ( wherein few are va-: 
nzwne for the Truth, or do faichfully and zealouſly plead for the: 
baprd and His Intereſts, and: many do conſpire for making 
toid of His Law, ( though bleiled be His Majeſty, he wants not 
injicloud of honourable Witneliles in theſe Nations, who have o0ne: 
\chefore us in theſe things, the meaſure of whoſe teſtimony we do 
wietire in ſome things to fhilup ) according to the light & ſtrength 
erghich we have received of the Lord, to ſtand up for His precious: 
tEruch, and to tellifie b:-fore God, Angels and Men, our owning 
n-gd approving of the Doctrine, Worſhip and Government: of the 
owhurch of Scotland, and of the National Covenant, and of: the 
16glemn League anpi Covenant of the three Nations, end of fo. 
eiguch of the work of Uniformity in Religion, as'is attained in one 
xponfeflion of Faith, Directory of Worthip, formof Church-govern= 
aent, and Catechiling ; and to profeſs and avouch our adherance 
ohnto all theſe, as huving their Foundations laid in the blefled Word 
cof, Truth, and as being agreeable to that rule that bringeth peace in 
chyalking according thereto ; and todifclaim and diſavew all things. 
hat are contrary and deſtructive thereunto, eſpecially the manifold 
-5frors and Hereſics of thele Times, and the vaſt Tolleration there- 
mEnow eſtabliſhedin a Law, and that groſs Era#tianiſm whereby the 
aeys of the Kingdom of Heaven, are in many things by exotick 
na@wers,cxtorted Our oi the hands of Jeſus Chrift,and cheOfficers of- 
erſis Houſe, and the Libeities of His Houſe wronged, and his Ser- 
ants brought into bondage, in all which we have ( fo faras'we 
; favs obtained mercy tO Ki1OW OUr OWN Hearts. ! confidence to take. 
28d to record upon Our louls, that we have not defired nor deligned 
6 piovoke any, nor to appear ſingular; butin the limplicity of 
if tiearts , to diſcharge our, concience © our flocks, and to this. 
aphole Church and Nation, and to all that are intereſted and cor-- 
af8r2ed in thele things, and. to the Chuiches ar:d Saints abroad. as n 
ehany ad hear Gercok, and (Oo OUC poſteritie Wheyp ws are. gone. Ard 
p<retore we have oniy to add, firſt, That it is the camncit defire of 
Our. 
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- our ſouls, and ourſerious exortation and warning to theſe our fi 


and to all the Lords people in the Land, that they would labouff, 


| have the Word of God richly dwelling'in them, that they may 


ble to try the ſpirits, and to diſcern of things that differ, to kf 
what is Truth, and what 1sError, and what is right, and wil 


wrong, and that they would ſtudy to be rooted inthe faith ani 


the love of Jeſus Chriſt, and of His precious Truth and Ordinani 
retaining an honourable Eſtimation thereof in their hearts, 
expreſling their ſincere affection and reſpe& thereunto in all 


way, and that they would ſtudy to keep freſh upon their Souls 


remembrrnce of all the goodneſs of the Lord, ard of all the a | 
works that he hath done for us, and for our fathers of old ; an 


our ſolemn Vows and Covenants made with God inthe fight of: 


gels and Men, and never to ſuffer ſuch forgetfulneſs and prof | 


to poſſeſs them, as to think themſelves louſed from the true and 


} 


nuine tye thereof; but to keep themſelves under the bond of 
ſame, and fincerely, really and conſtantly, to endeavour the. 
formance of the duties to which they are thereby obliged, and 
they may not be offended nor ſtumble at Jeſus Chrift and His wg 
-nor faint, norcaſt away their confidence, becauſe of backſlidnlf 
and revoltings, and diviſions, and hereſies; or becauſe of 
pointments, and reproaches, and contradictions, and oppoſiti 
and oppreflions, and perſecutions, for theſe things muſt be, that 
which are approven may be made manifeſt, but that they be 
in the Lord, and in the power of His might, poſſeſling their fi 
in patience, and waiting for His ſalvation, knowing, that he' 
endureth tothe end, (hall be ſaved; andin the mean while, & 
forting themſelves in this, that God hath notcaſt off the care of H 
Church and people in this Land. It is a mercy moſt worthy ol 
obſervation, that Errors and Herefies, notwithſtanding all the! 
vantages they have had theſe ſeven years palt in Scotland, have ta 
hold but of few Profeſſors, formerly noted for the knowledge 
love of the Truth; and that the preaching of the Goſpel, notw 
ſtanding all the diſadvantages it hath been attended with t 


years, yet hath been bleſſed of God in ſeveral pijaces of theL 
to the bringing in and building up of Souls: an evidence that! 
Lord is yet amongft us,& a promiſing branch of hope that he wil 
vive his work,$ bring forth his remnant, & continue to dwe)l in 


K1 And we are alſo bold in our God,to warn the-Higher Powers,into whoſe hand 
E71.9)RD hath in the Deeps of His righteous Judgments given this Nation, that 
F. ould not look upon this our Teftimoney, as proceeding from any evil 
Tir. or carnal or politick d:ſign, but from the fincere and innocent imprefſſi ns 
ouic Duty mide upon our hearts by JESUS CHRIST ( who though He is the 
anthcc of Peace, yet did the zeal of the LORDs Houſe eat Him up, and make Him 
kaWnels agtinſt rhe Corrupters of His Truth, and polluters of His Worſhip, and 
Mc: ncrs of His Temple, and all unrighreouſneſs of Men ) nor deſpiſe the words 
VIE berneſs and Truth, which though proceeding but from a very few poor weak 
nl ruments, yet we are ſure, have their foundations in the Scriptures of Truth, 
an arc, as to the mater Confirmed; We hope, with the heart-approbation of 
Sy of the Thouſands of the 1/racl of GOD in this Land, but that laying aſide the - 
3 W:inces of outward diſpenſations, and politick principles and intendments,they 
| tf Id weigh things in the ballances of the Lords SanQuary, and in the fearof the 
Ui: and dreadful Name of the Lord, ſearch and try their way in order to this. 
pf tion ; eſpecially in order to the Houſe of God, which doth in a great, meaſure 
Waſte; yea, would ro God were not laid waſte and made deſolate, and the hedges 
ang .of broken down,whilſt men runs to build and fence their own Houſe with the 
Is and ruins of the Houſe of God :; the wrath ef Gad is revealed from Heaven 
Wnt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men. Jeruſalem hath been a cup of 
Mblinz and a burdenſome ſtone to many people, and hath cut them in pieces. 
"Þ have burdened themfſtlves therewith, Zech. 12. 2, 3- and the vengeance of 
Lord's Templc hath brokenin pieces many of the Powers of the Earth, Jer. 50. 
Ki28 And whoever have endeavoured to raiſe themſelves upon the ruines of his - 
ſc, have been buried under the rubbifh thereof; yea, where ſervices hath been 
Mr ways commanded and proſpered of the Lord : Yet when men for: rooting 
 » Whemſelves have remitted their zeal for the Houſe of God, and countenanced the - 
Cuſhipping of calves and idol gods, their former ſervices have been impured unto 
2 f-'r iniquity, and the Lord hath threatned to avenge them upon them and 
yr Houſe, 2 King. 10.29, 31, Heoſ.1.4; And therefore it concerns the higher 
W*rs that now are, under the peril of the dreadful diſpleaſure of the Lord of - 
Ms, who is zealous for His holy Temple, and for His People, timouſly and ſe- 
Wily co conſider of theſe things, and whether their aftings in order to this Na- 
and Church in thoſe things that concern Righteouſneſs and Religion, be a» - 
Wable co the-rule of equity, and to the Bond of the brotherly Covenant; or if 
&oyal Law in theſe matters be-not violated;: and the Solemn Covenant broken. 
Wl 1d aſide, and forgotten, and the hedges of the Lord's Vine broken down, ſo 
W 311 they which do paſs by the way do pluck her, and the boar out of the woed 
@ waſte it, and the wild beaſt out of the field d-th devour it» Return, we beſerch 
} O God of Hoſts : look down from Heaven, and behold and wiſit this Vine 3 And the wine« - 
il which thy right hand hath planted ; and the branch that thin madeft ſtrong for thy [elf, 
burnt with fire, it is cut down, they periſh at the rebuke of thy Countenance. Let thy + 
be upon the Man of thy Right hand : upon the Sen of Man whom thou madeft ſirong for thy 
So wil not we go back from thee: quicken us, and we will call upon thy Name. Turn us + 
, O LORD GOD of Heſts, caule thy Face to ſhine, and ws ſhall be ſaved. | 
Subſcribed by us, Offeb.- 1658- 
r. Samuel Rutherfurd Profeſſor of Divinity at St. Andrews, and Miniſter of the 
ſpel there. Mr. James Wedderburn Miniſter of the Goſpel at Moonſoe.. Fobn Crook... 
"nk Miniſter at Regortoun, . fames Guthry Miniſter of the-Goſpel at Srriviings. Mr, 
exander Munerief Miniſter at Scoony-. Mr. John Murray Miniſter at Methven. Me: 
ert Compbe! Miniſter at Mulign, Mr, Froncis-Peirſon Miniſter at Kirkmickas!,. 
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' A Leiter from ſeveral N iniflers homolegating the former Teſtis 
| Everent and d-ar Br:thren, Being informed that you ay 
#  thonugh-s of-cauſi-ig Print the Teſtimony, given by you in 
of che D-Arine, Worſhip, Diſc:pline, and Goverr:ment of 
of Sctlnd,” and of the National Covenant, and Sc.lemn Leag 
Cove 'ant, and the work f Uniformry in Religion, and agaf 
Errors, Herefies, and Blaiphemies of the Times, and rhe Tolcration there 
And tzki::g to our tcrivus coi {eration the manifeld dangers that do rhreaf 
ligion,and the Worſhip of God in theſe Narions,eſpecial!y in this Church, 
continuance: and licreafe thereof day by day : We could nor but encourd 
therein; and for the cxoneration of our ow: ſ:uls, joyn with you as ja 

" neſl:s in thoſe matters. We could have wiſhed, and we know fo alfo cg 
that there had been a_new draught fitted in ever thing, to the preſent fl 
condition of the Time, and to the workings of the ſpirit of deJuſion there 
In a ſpecial way taking notice of that unheppy Petiticn lately ſubſcribed 
moted by ſome few of our Countrey men, in brhalf of the vaſt Tolerari 
1s now on foo: in theſe Narions a Petition that we are the more bound | 

| neſs againſt ; becauſe it is cominen'y Reported. and we believe, not y 
ground, to. be ſubſcribed by Mr. Tomas Ireland, who 61d once profels hig 
be of our number, whofe miſcarriage in that particular, as we deſire to b 
bled before God for it: So we judge it owr duty, and we know alſo 
te bear wi-neſs againſt ic b- fore: the world ; bur knowing” that it would 
long time before thit a new draught of a Teſtimony cculd be condefcent 
on, by theſe . that Jive at ſuch a diſtance, eſpecially in ch? Winter ſeaſal 
thought it better to encourage you to publiſh this, and to rake bold of e 
ſent opportunity of the ſignifying our conſent thereunto, than to Gelay 
alrogether uncertain what the p:c[ont confufions migh- bring torch, T 


did not at the firſt ſubſcribing joyn therein, was not upon any difTatl;fa 
on the marter, whith it contains, we being abundantly clevr in that from! 
ginning, but ſome of us were cut off from the occaſion, by phyſigal 1mpee 
_ and others knowing that there was ar tha! time fome envtcavours and exp 
of an addreſs v1 be made by feyeral Synods. to the C:vil Powers, for ren 
of the evils which you then theught: fir to witneſs againſt in {uch a wa 
. - Judged !t more expedient for the time, to deiav the giving of any fuck 
_. mony, 'untill. tkeie addrefſcs ſhould prove ineff- tual: and there being. 
| acceſs thereunto, we are very free to homologrte your Teitimony, and do 
declare our conſent and adherence.to the ſame, defirt''g rhat it my be cn 
of the world, and accepted of God,not only as y ur-,bur as ours 3nd yourt 
ly: So commending you to rhe giace of God, ' we continue ! 
Tour very affeE&ionate- Brethriu m our Lord Jeſus: 
. Nowember 22. 16 5 9 = 
Mr, Thomas Lundie Miniſter at Ratray, Mr. Jam«* Symplon Miniſter 3 
Mr. George Murray Miniſter at Fouls, Mr. Rib rt Ruls M nifter at 
2 Mr, Thomas Hoge Miniſter at L:rber, Mr Thomas Glaſs Miniſter at? 
Mr. Fames Strachan Miniſter at Dunkell. M:.' Gilbert Menzes Mainiiter? 
Fengel | Mr, Patrick Campbel Mini?er at- Killin ET 
For their Reverend. Brethren, Mr. Same! Pu b-rfurd Principi] of 1 
vinity Colledge' in St. Andrews Mr. Jane: Guhrie Mijgiſter at; 
and che refit of the Bretiren ſn+(cribing rhe Teſcimony,, 
Es: S181: NO 


